Re-connecting Communities
in Biodiverse Places to their
Biological Heritage

Mobilizing and publishing species
interaction data of green and
blue iguanas from the literature
to GloBI and Zenodo'
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Species interaction network

Cyclura lewisi (blue iguana) is an endangered, endemic flagship
species of Grand Cayman. In 2001, with just 30 individuals left,

a captive breeding programme was started. Now there are
estimated to be between 800-1000 in the wild. Invasive species
that have contributed to its population decline, include cats,
dogs and notably the green iguana (Iguana iguana). Species
interaction networks are a great tool to visualize
ecosystems and create awareness with the public on the
impact of humans on the whole ecosystem ecither directly
or indirectly by releasing invasive species. These networks
can be used both for education as in impact assessments for the

management of invasive species. The diagram below shows how to Hiltering OUt ShicspeCicy TRGIR
construct a species interaction network based on real scientific
data extracted from the literature, the Global Biotic Interactions
database (GloBI) and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF.org).

Grand Cayman using the GBIF 3
species checklist for the island?

Global Biodiversity
Information Facility

Simplifying and visualizing
the network using Gephi®
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Species interaction network
of blue and green iguana on
Grand Cayman.
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On collector disambiguation, see also
in CO - Contributed Oral Presentation:
Groom Q, et al. (2022) Collections do
not have to Remain Ambiguous Forev-
er: Seven steps to getting the correct
people into your data.
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