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Bird Specimens Transferred from Overseas Museums to
National Museums of Japan in the 1800s:
The Tokyo Imperial Household Museum Collection

®From the Muséum national d'histoire naturelle, Paris (MNHN)

[Exchange of 1877]

In 1876, Pierre Jules César Janssen, a French astronomer, came to Japan to
observe the transit of Venus, and requested the Ministry of Education to send natural
history specimens to the MNHN. The ministry accepted his request and entrusted
this operation to the Tokyo Museum. This museum sent specimens to Paul Gervais,
the chair of comparative anatomy at the MNHN.

Pierre Jules César
Janssen, 1824-1907
By Atelier Nadar.
https://gallica.bnf.fr/

o | Paul Gervais,
. 1816-1879

Sayaka Kobayashi yamashina institute for Ornithology ~Email: kobayashi@yamashina.or.jp 104 bird and 7 mammal specimens CCO,https://commons. Popular Science
MNHN Museum of W|k|med!a.org/w/|ndex. Monthly (August,
. a whale skeleton, a bear skull, bird, mammal Education php?curid=87219760 1887).
Introduction Background on the Specimen Transfer and insect specimens, etc.
The Tokyo Imperial Household Museum (TIHM) inherited over 5,000 bird specimens ®From the United States National Museum
that had been acquired by two national museums between 1872-1923 (Kobayashi and t the Smith . Instituti USNM Year Outcomes Of Restored Data
Kato 2017). The collection included specimens sent from, among others, the United at the Smithsonian Institution ( ) ~ Museum Tokyo Museum
States National Museum at the Smithsonian Institution, the Australian Museum, and [Exchange of 1877] I ‘ The archival records implying the process of specimen transfer clarified
the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, in the 1800s. Today, the Yamashina The Japanese government's participation in the Cente- 1877 Museum of MNHN | | the followings:
Institute for Ornithology (Y1O) holds approximately 3,300 specimens of this collection nnial International Exhibition in Philadelphia on 1876 Ed‘ﬁt'on (1) from which museum each specimen came from; and
(Kobayashi and Kato 2017). However, most of these specimens have not effectively led to an exchange of natural history specimens betw- Tokyo Educational (2) an original specimen ID number, which could facilitate cross-
used for research, because their data was incomplete or not verified. My goal was to een the USNM and the Japanese government in 1877. Museum referencing the specimen.
restore the collection data for these specimens. | examined various archive records Spencer Fullerton Baird, the first curator of USNM, took 1887 ) . . .
associated with the above three museums to clarify details of specimen transfer charge of this exchange. W 4 ﬁ Ex. 1: The year of collection d |screpant with
history. Here, | review the history of the TIHM bird collection and the specimen transfer _ _ Spencer Fullerton the transfer histo ry (from the MNH N)
process originated from the three institutions abroad. 431 S. American birds Baird, 1823-1887 Imperial Museum AM
: : Tl ID: SIA-2004-60740 The YIO had misread an incorrect date of collection on the MNHN
usnm | 773 N- American birds v f ©Smithsonian nstittion 1890 _ _ label of YI0-01732 as “1895”, and reflected it in the YIO specimen
Met h o) d S » Elézi:?oﬁ 1893 5 database. This specimen was actually collected in 1875, because the
- : record shows the MNHN sent it to Japan in 1877.
1. Estimating th hen th : ferred based on the i fish and mineral Japanese government .
. Estimating the year when the specimens were transferred based on the literature. specimens Tokyo Imperial Tokvo M >
2. Searching for archival records (e.g., catalogs, invoices and letters). Household Museum OKyo Museum
_ _ _ . [Exchange of 1887] il
3. Restoring collection data by matching each specimen to a catalog record. Leonard Stejneger, assistant curator in the : _
4. Evaluating specimens based on restored data. Department of Birds of the USNM, described (Natural History Section closed)
Turdus celaenops collected by Motoyoshi h
Labels derived from 3 museums found Namie, the Tokyo Educational museum 1925
] ] worker, as a new species. Namie and Stejne- Type of Turdus celaenops
in the TIHM collection ger probably performed this exchange. USNM111665 1926 !_Gakusyuin School
Y10-55581; Thick-billed Raven Corvus drassirostris ©Smithsonian Institution —
: ELLI 117 bird specimens Tokyo Science Museum Label of YIO-01732 Spotted Cormorant Phalacrocorax punctatus
Tokyo Educational 1956 Y10 ©Yamashina Institute for Ornithology
Y10-00240 Carolina Conure €onuropsis carolinensis USNM A | . Museum
'd"—"\_ ird and mineral specimens, ) . T . -
HP folk materials | National Museum of Nature Ex. 2: Misidentification on the original
Tokyo National Museum and Science, Tokyo catal 0g (from the AM)
© U Musé Nati | The present (TNM) (NSMT)
A’Jd’lljl?setlé?e Naa![?J?gl a \ - the United States The AM catalog and the Online Zoological Collections of Australian
j ' ) Tokyo Imperial . . Museum (OZCAM) recorded AM B.9397 as Platalea regia (Royal
Paris (VN Household :tattr'loe”g'm'\l"t‘ﬁzﬁ‘r‘l:“ Leonard Stejneger, Motoyoshi Namie, The routes up to the preseqt Of_ Specimens Spoonbill). This specimen matched YI0-08757 held in the YIO,
Museum (TIHM) eR i 1851-1943 1854-1918 transferred from the three institutions abroad recorded as was collected in New South Wales, Australia. It was re-
o Sy 2903-19544 The Ornithological : : identified as Australian white ibis Threskiornis moluccus on the real
(USNM) ©Smithsonian Society of Japan to national museums of Japan in the 1800s. specimen.
Washington, DC. (1918) (llustrated with reference to Kobayashi & Kato 2017, 2020ab) Y10-01732 (AM B.9397) Australian white ibis
) Australian Museum (AM) : ©Yamash|na Insitute for Ormithology
Sydney ®From the Australian Museum (AM) Ex. 3. s

[Exchange of 1888] Discovery of Type specimens (from the USNM)

?%{Fr

Y10-13010 Australian Hobby Falco longipennis 195 bird and mineral specimens Tokyo Six syntype specimens which were reported to have been lost since they were
AN — | E G cational shipped from the USNM to Japan by Deignan (1961) were re-discovered in the YIO
fish specimens Museum collection.
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